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Dear Students and Parents,

This Curriculum Bulletin is a guide for you and your parents to assist in making the best
decisions about your High School and Middle School course selection process. Information
concerning required and elective courses, promotion ‘and graduation requirements, testing
procedures and many special opportunities are also included. Making informed decisions for a

specific course of study will provide you a solid foundation for your future career paths.

The decisions you make in selecting courses will greatly influence your future, whether
you continue your formal education or enter the world of work upon graduation. Parents are

encouraged to assist their children in choosing the appropriate courses.

School counselors will meet with students individually to create an academic plan and
ensure all promotion and graduation requirements are met. If you have questions regarding the
course selectonpr ocess the school és staff stands ready an
of you to take the most rigorous course of study offered to best meet your future educational and

career goals.

Best wishes for success as you establish high goals and continually challenge yourself to

be prepared for a wonderful and rewarding future.

Sincerely,

wj (‘;{.14//"\

Rene Rovirosa

Principal


http://www.materlakes.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=182950&type=u
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Home of the Bears

Vision Statement

Mater Lakes Academy will be a campus where students learn from teachers who
are passionate about their subjects and consider it a privilege to pass knowledge
to the minds of their students.

Mission Statement

Mater Lakes Middle and High Schools, with immeasurable expectations for
success in the classroom, in the community, and for the future, partner with
teachers, administration and staff, to create a challenging curriculum, moral

values, loyalty, and teamwork for a community of learners who are the successful
leaders of tomorrow and epitomize the characteristics of truth, honor, and
change.



ACADEMICS

The curriculum is designed to serve students of all levels. All students will have access to every
opportunity our teachers and administration can provide to accelerate their academic progress. Students
who wish to pursue an advanced academic program will be provided with Gifted, Honors, Pre-AP (MS),
and Advanced Placement (HS) courses. Students will also be given opportunities to enroll in Dual
Enrollment classes. All students at the school will be encouraged to maximize their academic potential by
taking the most rigorous program they can handle.

6" i 8" Grade Students

The recommended course of study for all middle grade students will include three years of language arts,
mathematics, science and social studies; required courses in physical education, career and education
planning and recommended electives.

oth i 12t Grade Students

The recommended course of study for all students will include four years of language arts, mathematics,
science, and social studies; at least two years of a foreign language, a semester of a virtual class, the
required courses in performing and practical arts, physical education and personal fitness, and additional
electives to complete the requirements to earn a high school diploma.

ACADEMIC PROGRESS

Students need to have a minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.0, unweighted, to graduate from high
school in the State of Florida. Also, this is the minimum requirement for participation in sports and activities.
As part of our code of excellence, we will enforce more strict rules. Any student failing to achieve this
minimum requirement at the end of any nine week period will be placed on Academic Probation. The
parents will be required to attend an Academic Improvement Plan meeting (AIP). Parents and students are
responsible for the implementation of all aspects of the plan. If there is proof of non-compliance with the
requirements of the AIP, it will be considered a breach of contract between Mater Lakes Academy
Preparatory School and the Parents.

ACADEMIC PLACEMENT

One of our responsibilities includes the proper class placement of each student. We utilize an
individualized approach for the proper placement of the students. We consider test scores, academic
history and both state and district requirements.

SUMMER READING, WRITING, & FSA/EOC SUMMER CORSE WORK

The purpose of the summer assignments is to combat the summer learning loss that affects students.
Summer work helps students maintain academic and higher order thinking skills. It allows students to
continue to learn, read, and write over the summer.

Students will read required grade-level books during the summer and complete a reading journal, as well
as completing work that will help prepare for FSA and EOC success. Students will be given an
assessment of the summer reading in the first two weeks of the new school year.

*Much of the information in this booklet is taken directly from the 2016-2017 Miami-Dade County Curriculum Bulletin to ensure accuracy of academic, promotion,
and graduation standards.



Middle School Information

6" 1 8" GRADE PROMOTION AND PLACEMENT

At Mater Lakes Academy, we want our students to achieve high standards. Our students will take and
pass three years of Language Arts, Social Studies, Science and Mathematics. Within our model, there
are several strands infused that will give students the options to explore areas of the arts and high
academic courses that will lead to earning high school credits while enrolled in middle school. Through
our various partnerships, we will offer our students all the opportunities to explore these options while
providing a first class education.

To decide whether students have met the minimum level of achievement required in the M-DCPS
Competency Based Curriculum (CBC) and to receive credit toward promotion, teachers will consider all
available data. This will include standardized test results, progress tests, daily assignments, teacher
observation, and other objective information. The student's mastery of the content of the course, in which
the student is enrolled, as determined by the teacher, is a further condition for passing the course. There
are mechanisms which make it possible for students to benefit from the advantages of a semester system
without the disadvantages of major rescheduling at midyear or midyear promotions.

Each studentdés performance is carefully observed througt
levels are being met. In order to increase rigor and relevance, students must meet School Board-

approved and state-mandated course requirements. The Secondary School Redesign Act, also known as

the A++ Plan for Education was passed by the Florida Legislature and signed into law on July 1, 2006.

Students in grades 6 - 8 may retake failed courses by utilizing the following options:

A By means of middle school course recovery, students in grades 7 or 8 who have failed a
language arts, mathematics, science, or social studies course are eligible to retake the course in
a modified time frame. A student can be promoted to the next grade level, where, in addition to
taking the current grade level language arts, mathematics, science, or social studies courses, the
student will retake the failed course. The middle school course recovery option can be delivered
in either a computer-based or traditional classroom instructional model or a combination thereof.

A Students in Grades 6 and 7, who pass five (5) courses at each grade level, including language
arts or mathematics, are to be placed in the next grade level and double blocked in the regular
school year or enrolled in alternative models.

Students who pass less than 5 courses are retained in the same grade, interventions are continued, and
progress must be monitored as specified in the school-wide AIP. Prior to a recommendation for a second
retention, a student is to be referred to a School Support Team (SST) for consideration of placement in an
alternative program or initiation of the comprehensive SST collaboration process.

ELL Students

Language Arts Through ESOL instructional time for English Language Learners (ELL) students must be
equal to the time non-ELL students are required to participate in the regular English language
arts/reading program. The courses M/J Language Arts (1, 2, and 3) Through ESOL mirror the course
descriptions for regular middle school Language Arts. In addition, all secondary ELL students, i.e., ESOL
Levels I-1V are required to take a second period of Developmental Language Arts through ESOL.



Retention of an ELL student requires the review and recommendation of the ELL committee. Retention of
a student with disabilities who is also ELL requires the review and recommendation of the IEP team.

Required Program of Study

Required Annual Courses for Students in Middle Grades

o ltisrequired that all students in the middle grades receive instruction in the state and district
grade level objectives and competencies approved in mathematics, language arts/ESOL,
social studies, science, physical education, and career exploration as well as in a range of
exploratory/elective areas, including but not limited to music, art, foreign language, and
career and technical education.

o For students who entered grade 6 in 2006-2007 and thereafter, promotion to senior high
school requires that the student successfully complete the following academic courses:

A
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Three middle school annual courses in English. These courses are to emphasize
literature, composition, and technical text. (M/J Language Arts through ESOL must
be taken by ELL students. These courses meet the state requirement.)

Three middle school annual courses in mathematics.

Three middle school annual courses in science.

Three middle school annual courses in social science.

One semester of physical education in grades 6, 7, and 8 beginning in the 2009-
2010 school year. This requirement may be waived if a student is enrolled or

required to enroll in a remedi al cour se

writing a request that the student enroll in another course or that the student is
participating in physical activities outside the school day which are equal to or in
excess of the mandated requirement. Parents are to be notified of the waiver
options before scheduling the student to participate in physical education.
Students may elect additional physical education courses.

A middle school course which incorporates career and education planning. At a
minimum, the course must be Internet-based, easy to use, and customizable to
each student, including students with disabilities, and include research-based
assessments to assist students in determining educational and career options
and goals. In addition, the course must result in a completed personalized
academic and career plan for the student; must emphasize the importance of
entrepreneurship skills; and must emphasize technology or the application of
technology in career fields. The career and education planning course must
inform students of high school graduation requirements, including a detailed
explanation of the diploma designation options provided under Section
1003.4285, F.S,; high school assessments and college entrance test
requirements; Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program requirements; state
university and Florida College system institution admission requirements;

available opportunities to earn college credit in high school, including Advanced
Placement courses; dual enroliment, including career dual enroliment; and career
education courses, including career-themed courses, and courses that lead to
industry certification.

A

For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or Level 2 on FSA
Mathematics, the student must receive remediation the following year, which may

or

be integrated into the studentédés required

me



A *M/J Language Arts Through ESOL as appropriate. All ELL students are required to take an
ESOL course. The M/J Developmental Language Through ESOL course will count as an elective
credit.

Language Arts/Reading/Mathematics Instruction

All Mater Lakes 6M-8™ grade students are enrolled in a Reading Class in addition to their Language Arts
classes. This combination provides opportunity for those students to strengthen their reading and writing
skills which are critical to continued success in Middle School, High School, and beyond.

Students scoring at Levels 1 and 2 on the most recent administration of FSA reading are to be enrolled in
M/J Intensive Reading in addition to their required M/J Language Arts in grade 8. All FSA Level 1 and 2
students are required to be enrolled in an Intensive Reading or Intensive Reading Plus course with the
exception of ELL students who are required to enroll in an M/J Developmental Language Arts through
ESOL course.

Elective Courses

In sixth grade all of our students are enrolled in a set schedule of courses which we feel provides a strong
academic transition from elementary school to middle school.

Seventh graders take a schedule of four core courses (Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social
Studies) plus Reading and therefore have room for two electives in their schedule. The exception would
be students who need to recover a course in sixth grade for which credit was not earned.

Eighth graders have room for three electives in their schedule provided no earlier courses need to be
recovered.

ELL students are allowed only two elective courses since one elective is the required M/J Developmental
Language Arts through ESOL.



Pre-Advanced Placement Program

The Pre-Advanced placement (Pre-AP) program at Mater Lakes Academy is a program which gives
students an opportunity to be a part of an enthusiastic community of students who are excited about post-
secondary educational experience. The courses that are offered are advanced courses designed to
challenge and motivate students to understand rigorous content. Pre-AP middle school courses are
designed to prepare students for high school Advanced Placement (AP) courses.

A Students must meet the following eligibility criteria for both the Pre-AP and AP

Program:

o0 Pass the FSA with a 4 or higher

0 Must have a grade of ABO or higher in previous
etc.)

o0 Have permission from the high school counselor and administrator

0O Must maintain a grade eAPcofirgs. If @studdmtieqahr enrs ian fitChoe iomr

lower in any one Pre-AP course he/she will not be allowed to continue the Pre-AP Program

A Pre-Advanced Placement Courses

(0]

PRE-AP ENGLISH PROGRAM (all 6"-8™" grade levels)
Students will become skilled readers in a variety of literature and become skilled writers.

Reading and writing should make students aware of the interactions among ideas, voice,

word choice, sentence structure and etc. Please contact the Guidance Department for further

details.

PRE-AP SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAM (all 6"-8" grade levels)
Students will have a more rigorous academic experience with an emphasis on history,

geography, Civil War, culture and life today. Please contact the Guidance Department for
further details.

PRE-AP SCIENCE PROGRAM (all 6"-8™" grade levels)

Students will learn and study the human body system as well as the cell structure. Students

will be performing numerous hands-on labs. Studies throughout the course will include

purposeful observation and forming hypothesis. They will be required to go further in depth
with their research and be held to more rigorous standards as they develop and conduct their

experiments. Please contact the Guidance Department for further details.

Gifted Program

Students identified as Gifted will be enrolled in Social Studies Gifted Classes. Gifted student's
educational plans (EP) will reflect acceleration and flexible grouping in their identified priority educational

need.

ac
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Senior High School Credit(s) for Students in Grades 6, 7, and 8

Students in grades 6, 7, and 8 may enroll in selected senior high school courses for the purposes of
pursuing a more challenging program of study. Such courses are considered when computing grade point
averages and rank in class (School Board Rule 6Gx13- 5B-1.061). Up to six credits may be earned (with

parental permission) in grades 6, 7, and/or 8 which will be applied toward the total credits needed for

graduation or for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program requirements. Credit may be earned in
the courses listed below:

A Algebra | Honors
A Geometry Honors
A Algebra Il Honors
High school courses successfully completed by a student in grades 6 - 8 can be applied to the

requirements for graduation. However, the student and his/her parents are reminded that high school

A Physical Science
A Biology Honors
A Foreign Language | and above

credits earned prior to 9th grade as well as those through the adult education program may not be

recognized b y

t he National

Col l egi at e

At hl etic

participate in college athletics. For information regarding athletic scholarships and eligibility, it is
recommended that contact be made with the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) at

WWW.

ncaa.org or with the

di

at

athletic rector

Summary - Promotion and Placement Requirements in the Middle Grades

t

he

6 All courses passed Promoted to Grade 7
Regular 7th grade student
6 5-6 Courses Passed 7th Grade Student
Must pass language arts* or Placed in grade 7 and scheduled to repeat
mathematics and at least 4 other courses not passed as appropriate
courses
6 Less than 5 Courses Passed in Grade 6 | Retained 6th Grade Student
7 14 Cumulative Courses Passed Promoted to Grade 8
7 courses passed in grade 6 and 7 Regular 8th grade student
courses passed in grade 7
7 10-13 Cumulative Courses Passed 8th Grade Student
5-6 courses passed in grade 6 including | Placed in grade 8 and scheduled to repeat
language arts*, mathematics, science, courses not passed as appropriate
and social studies 5-6 courses passed in
grade 7 including 7th grade language
arts* or mathematics, science or social
studies, and/or the career and education

Association (

stud:



planning course, unless incorporated in
other courses

7 8-9 Cumulative Courses Passed Retained 7th Grade Student

8 18-21 Cumulative Courses Passed Promoted to Grade 9

Must pass 3 courses each in language
arts*, mathematics, science, and social
studies, including a course which
incorporates career and education
planning, and 5 additional courses

8 17 or Fewer Courses Passed Retained 8th Grade Student

High School Graduation Programs

High school graduation requirements for Miami-Dade County Public Schools are established by the

Florida Legislature, the Florida Board of Education, and The School Board of Miami-Dade County. From

one school year to the next, the requirements may be amended by any one of these three entities and it

is important that students and their parents are aware of any changes that may affect them. Your school

counselor has the information relative to the graduation requirements in force when you entered ninth
grade. Gr aduation requirements are outlined Il ater in this
Progression Plan, also updated annually after the legislative session.

Receipt of a standard high school diploma requires successful completion of 24 credits. The 24 credits
include 16 core academic credits and eight elective credits. Core requirements consist of four credits in
English/Language Arts and four credits in mathematics; three credits each of science and social science;
one credit of fine and performing arts; and one credit of physical education with the integration of health
education. At least one semester within the 24 credits must be completed through online learning. A high
school level online course taken in grades 6- 8 fulfills this requirement. The required credits may be
earned through equivalent, applied, or integrated courses or career education courses as defined
including work-related internships approved by the State Board of Education and identified in the Course
Code Directory.

In addition to earning the required 24 credits, a student must participate in and pass any statewide,
standardized assessments required for a standard high school diploma or earn identified concordant
scores or comparative scores, as applicable, for the cohort year in which they entered ninth grade.

The Florida Department of Educationds High School Grad:
Florida graduation requirements for each graduating cohort group.

Please note that these requirements may be revised, pending legislative changes during the 2018
legislative session.

High school courses successfully completed by a student in grades 6 - 8 can be applied to the

requirements for graduation. However, the student and his/her parents are reminded that high school

credits earned prior to 9th grade as well as those through the adult education program may not be

recognized by the National Coll egiate Athletic Associ a
participate in college athletics. For information regarding athletic scholarships and eligibility, it is

recommended that contact be made with the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) at

www. ncaa.org or with the athletic director at the stud:

In order to graduate, a student who has selected the four-year, 24-credit standard program, must
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demonstrate mastery of the Florida Standards and complete a community service project. In order to be
designated as a 10t grade student, a 9t grade student must have earned a minimum of four credits,
which must include one credit in English/ESOL and/or one credit in mathematics. To be designated as an
11 grade student, a 10t grade student must have earned a minimum of 9 credits, which must include
two credits in English/ESOL, one credit in mathematics, and one credit in science OR one credit in
English/ESOL, two credits in mathematics, and one credit in science. To be designated as a 12t grade
student, an 11t grade student must have earned a minimum of 16 credits, which must include three
credits in English/ESOL, two credits in mathematics, and two credits in science OR two credits in
English/ESOL, three credits in mathematics, and two credits in science.

For students who entered grade nine in the 2011-2012 school year or later at least one semester within
the 24 credits required must be completed through online learning to meet the digital learning graduation
requirement. An online course taken during grades 6 through 8 fulfills this requirement. This requirement
may be met through an online course offered by the high school, or an online dual enroliment course,
offered pursuant to a district inter-institutional articulation agreement. A student, who is enrolled in a full-

time or part-time virtual instruction program, meets this requirement.

ENGLISH/ESOL

4 credits (major concentration in composition, reading for
information, and literature)

MATHEMATICS 4 credits (Algebra 1, Geometry, and two courses at the
Algebra 2 level or higher)
SCIENCE* 4 credits (Physical Science, Biology 1, Chemistry, and one

course from the following: Physics, Anatomy and Physiology,
Marine Science or Environmental Science)

SOCIAL STUDIES

4 credits (1 credit World History, 1 credit in Psychology, Law
Studies or International Relations, 1 credit United States
History, 0.5 credit United States Government, and 0.5 credit
Economics)

WORLD
LANGUAGES

2 credits (2 consecutive courses of a foreign
language credit is required for admission to state universities
and for Bright Futures)

PERFORMING/
FINE ARTS
OR

PRACTICAL ARTS

1 credit in performing/

fine arts, speech and

debate, or practical arts

(eligible courses are listed in the Course Code Directory)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/ HEALTH

1 credit (0.5 personal fitness 0.5 physical education elective)

ELECTIVES

4 credits

GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA)

Cumulative GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale

MINIMUM GRADE TO EARN COURSE CREDIT

D

ANTICIPATED TIME TO COMPLETION

4 years

TESTING

Students must earn a passing score on the FSA Reading
graduation test and applicable EOC test(s).

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Required (see Explanatory Notes chart)

DIGITAL LEARNING

Within the 24 credits, at least one online course is required

EXPLANATORY NOTES

| | English 1, 2, 3, and 4 or English 1-4 Through ESOL are required to meet the
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ENGLISH/
LANGUAGE ARTS

English/Language Arts graduation requirement. This requirement applies to both
graduation options.

1 It should be noted that grade 8th, 9th and 10" grade students who scored at
Levels 1 and 2 on the most recent administration of the FSA ELA assessment, as
well as grade 11 and 12 re-takers, will be required to take an Intensive Reading
course in lieu of an elective and in addition to the required English course.

1 ELLs scoring at Levels 1 and 2 on the most recent administration of FSA ELA are
to be enrolled in a Developmental Language Arts Through ESOL course which
will count as elective credit and it is taken in lieu of an Intensive Reading course.

9 The District's K-12 CRRP requires each school to conduct a screening and
diagnostic procedure to identify appropriate placement of Level 1 and Level 2
students in reading classes to be completed prior to the end of the school year.
The K-12 CRRP also requires a daily double block for all students who have
reading deficiencies in decoding and fluency (Intensive Reading Plus).

MATHEMATICS

For the 24 credit option, students who entered 9th grade in 2007-2008 and thereafter
must earn 4 credits of mathematics to graduate. A four-year sequence includes
Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, and one more Mathematics class. Students earning
two of the required credits for graduation in middle school may be required by the high
school principal to take a minimum of 3 credits in high school.

Mathematics requirements:

A For students entering grade 9 in 2012-2013 and thereafter, 4 credits in
mathematics are required, 3 of which must include Algebra 1, Geometry and
Algebra 2. For Algebra 1 students must pass the EOC to receive course credit.
Students who have taken but not passed the Algebra 1 EOC will be placed in
an Algebra 1 Recovery course.

SCIENCE

For students selecting any one of the two graduation options 3 credits are required.

The three-year sequence includes: Physical Science, Biology 1, Chemistry, and one

course from the following: Physics, Anatomy and Physiology, Marine Science,

Environmental Science. Additionally:

A For students entering grade 9 in 2011-2012 and thereafter Biology 1 is a
graduation requirement including the Biology 1 EOC requirement. The EOC score
will comprise 30% of the student's final grade in the Biology 1 course.

SOCIAL SCIENCE

Regardless of the date of entry into grade 9, or graduation option chosen, the required
courses include: World History i 1 credit, United States History i 1 credit, United
States Government i 0.5 credit, and Economics i 0.5 credit. In addition, students
must earn 1 more credit in an elective Social Studies course.

PERFORMING/FINE
ARTS/PRACTICAL

Students in the 24 credit option who entered 9t grade prior to 2007-2008 and
thereafter, must earn 1 credit in performing/fine arts or an approved practical art (see

ARTS/CAREER - ) . .

AND TECHNICAL details in Graduation Options chart above). Students enrolled in the college

EDUCATION preparatory program or the career preparatory program need not meet any
requirement in this area.

PHYSICAL For students who entered 9t grade in 2007-2008 and thereafter, this requirement is

EDUCATION met by successful completion of Personal Fitness or Adaptive Physical Education and

any other approved physical education semester course. Participation in an
interscholastic sport at the junior varsity or varsity level for two full seasons will
satisfy the one credit physical education requirement if the student passes a
competency test on personal fithess with a score of "C" or higher. If the student
satisfies the physical education graduation requirement through the interscholastic
sport option, the student must earn one additional elective credit since no credit is
granted for an interscholastic junior or senior varsity sport. Completion of one
semester with a grade of "C" or higher in a marching band class, in a physical activity
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class that requires participation in marching band activities as an extracurricular
activity, or in a dance class will satisfy one-half credit in physical education or one-
half credit in Performing/Fine Arts. Students must still successfully complete the
Personal Fitness course or the Adaptive Physical Education course. This credit may
not be used to satisfy the personal fitness requirement or the requirement for adaptive
physical education under an individual education plan (IEP) or 504 plan.

ELECTIVES

For students entering 9t grade in 2010-2011 and thereafter, in the 24 credit option, 8
elective credits are required in sequential courses in a CTE program. For students
enrolled in the College Preparatory program, at least 6 of the 18 credits must be
completed in courses that include dual enroliment, Advanced Placement, International
Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of Education, or are specifically
listed as rigorous by the Florida Department of Education. Honors courses are not
included in these 6 credits.

COMMUNITY
SERVICE

For students in the 24 credit option, the completion of a community service project is
an additional graduation requirement regardless of their date of entry into 9« grade.
However, one of the requirements for th
Academic Scholars Award is 100 hours of community service, 75 hours for the
Medallion Scholars Award, and 30 hours for the Gold Seal Vocational Award.

DIGITAL
LEARNING

Beginning with students who entered grade 9 in the 2011-2012 school year and
thereafter, at least one online semester must be taken in order to graduate. This
requirement shall be met through an online course offered by the high school, the
Florida Virtual School, or an online dual enroliment course. The requirement may also
be met if the student takes an online course in grades 6 through 8.
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HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS / CERTIFICATES

The Miami-Dade County School Board provides for the awarding of a standard diploma, a certificate of

compl etion, a Superintendentoés Diploma of Distinction,

Baccalaureate diploma, or an Advanced International Certificate of Education.
Standard Diploma

The purpose of the standard diploma is to certify that the student has met all District and State standards
for graduation. A standard diploma will be awarded to graduates if the student has earned the required 24
credits and attained a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale. Also, students must pass the
statewide standardized assessments or attain the concordant and/or comparative examination scores,
applicable to the cohort year when the student entered 9th grade. A special education student will be
awarded a standard diploma if all of the criteria for a standard diploma have been met by that student.

Standard Diploma Designations

Students who meet District and State criteria for a standard high school diploma may also earn one or
both of the diploma designations, Scholar and/or Merit. The following designations are in addition to the
standard high school diploma program requirements:

I Scholar Designation: Students entering grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year and thereafter:
A EOCs: Pass the Algebra 1 EOC. Geometry, Algebra I, Biology, and US History EOC count as

30% of a studentds final grade in the course.

A Earn 1 credit each in the following courses: Algebra 2; statistics or an equally rigorous
mathematics course; chemistry or physics; a course equally rigorous to chemistry or physics; 2
credits in the same world language, and at least 1 credit in AP, IB, AICE, or dual enroliment.

A A student is exempt from the Biology | or U.S. History assessment if the student is enrolled in
an AP, IB or AICE Biology | or U.S. History course and the student takes the respective AP, IB
or AICE assessment; and earns the minimum score.

I Merit Designation: Students entering grade 9 in the 2011-2012 school year and thereafter:
A Attain one or more industry certifications from the list established per 1003.492, F.S.

Students with Disabilities and Scholar and/or Merit Designations

A student with a disability is eligible for a Scholar and/or Merit diploma designation and the student should
have access to enroll in the required courses ofr
intent to pursue a standard high school diploma and a Scholar and/or Merit designation, as determined by
the studentds parent.

Superintendent's Diploma of Distinction

This diploma will be awarded to students who meet the requirements of a standard diploma and complete
an academically rigorous course of study. The requirements include at least four Honors, Advanced
Placement, International Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of Education, Dual enrollment,
and/or International Studies courses; and completion of 75 hours of community service, which includes
identification of a social problem of interest, development of a plan for personal involvement in addressing
the problem and, through papers and other presentations, evaluate, and reflect upon the experience. All
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students must earn a 3.5 GPA (weighted scale) by the end of the first semester of the senior year with no
final grade less than a "C."

Florida Seal of Biliteracy Requirements

The Florida Seal of Biliteracy Program is established to recognize a high school graduate who has
Attained a high level of competency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in one or more foreign
languages in addition to English by the award of a silver or gold seal on a standard high school diploma.

Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, The Florida Gold Seal of Biliteracy is awarded to a
student who has earned a standard high school diploma and who has satisfied one of the following
criteria for eligibility:

1 Has earned four (4) foreign language course credits in the same foreign language with a cumulative
3.0 grade point average or higher on a 4.0 scale and level 4 or higher on the grade 10 English
Language Arts (ELA) Florida Standards Assessment (FSA);

1 Has earned a score or performance level on any of the state approved examinations. Information
the specific examinations can be found at diplomapathways.dadeschools.net.

For languages which are not tested on the nationally recognized examinations, students may
demonstrate language proficiency through maintenance of a portfolio of language performance at the
Advanced Low level or higher based on the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines of 2012 in the modes of
Communication appropriate for that language.

AP Capstone Diploma

Students who earn a 3 or above in Advanced Placement (AP) Seminar, and Advanced Placement (AP)
Research, and on four additional AP Examinations of their choosing shall receive an AP Capstone
Diploma.

Certificate of Completion

A student who earns the required 24 credits, or the required 18 credits under Academically Challenging
Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) option, as per 1002.3105, F.S., but fails to earn passing scores
on the state-approved graduation test or achieve a 2.0 GPA shall be awarded a certificate of completion
in a form prescribed by the State Board of Education. However, a student who is otherwise entitled to a
certificate of completion may elect to remain in high school either as a full-time student or a part-time
student for up to 1 additional year and receive special instruction designed to remedy his or her identified
deficiencies.

Diploma Options for Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities may declare intent to graduate from high school with either a standard high
school diploma by meeting the same graduation requirements as all students or obtain a certificate of
completion.

As of December 23, 2014, two new high school graduation options became available only to students
with disabilities, per Florida Administrative Code, 6A-1.09961.

I Standard Diploma via Access Courses
1 Standard Diploma via Academic and Employment-based Course
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Standard Diploma Via Access Courses Cohorts 2014-2015 and Beyond:

1 Effective July 1, 2015, beginning with the 2014-2015 ninth grade cohorts, all students with
disabilities will work toward a standard diploma.

1 Students must demonstrate proficiency on Florida Standards Alternate Assessments (FSAA) in
English Language Arts and Access EOCs in Access Algebra I, Access Geometry, Access Biology,
and Access United States History.

1 For students who do not score proficiently in the FSAA and/or Access EOCs, a portfolio of
quantifiable evidence of achievement is required for the IEP Team to review for waiver
consideration with parental consent.

1 A student with a disability who meets the standard high school diploma requirements in this
section may defer the receipt of a standard high school diploma if the student:

1 Has an individual education plan that prescribes special education, transition planning, transition
services, or related services through age 21; and

1 Is enrolled in accelerated college credit instruction pursuant to Florida Statute Section 1007.27,
industry certification courses that lead to college credit, a collegiate high school program, courses
necessary to satisfy the Scholar designation requirements, or a structured work-study, internship,
or pre-apprenticeship program.

A student with a disability who receives a certificate of completion and has an individual education plan
that prescribes special education, transition planning, transition services, or related services through 21
years of age may continue to receive the specified instruction and services.

Any waiver of the statewide, standardized assessment requirements by the individual education plan
team, pursuant to Florida Statute Section 1008.22(3)(c), must be approved by the parent and is subject
to verification for appropriateness by an independent reviewer selected by the parent as provided for in
Florida Statute Section 1003.572.

For more information on the specific requirement of each of the diploma designations, visit
diplomapathways.dadeschools.net.

PROVISIONS FOR ACCELERATION

Students may utilize the acceleration options listed below to pursue a more challenging program of study
or to accelerate entry into postsecondary institutions or vocations of their choice.

Advanced Placement (AP)

AP is an acceleration mechanism administered by the College Board providing for college level
instruction in high school. Postsecondary credit for an AP course may be awarded to students who earn a
minimum of a 3 on a 5 point scale on the corresponding AP exam.

Career and Technical Education

Any career education course authorized for grades 13 or higher may be taken for credit by students in
grades 9 - 12, based on the career objectives of the students. M-DCPS adheres to a policy of
nondiscrimination in requirements for admission to and graduation from programs offered at
postsecondary area technical colleges operated by the district. The district will provide on a case-by-case
basis, waivers, accommodations, and reasonable substitutions in meeting the admission and graduation
requirements for students with disabilities at postsecondary area technical centers.
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Career Pathway

Career Pathway is a senior high school transition initiative that allows students to complete a sequential
program of study which leads to a post-secondary career. Career Pathway students typically select
general programs of study; show interest in career technical fields; earn an industry certification, earn
articulated post-secondary credits at select institutions; transition on to a two-year certificate program; or
pursue an associate or baccalaureate degree. Students should check with their school counselors for
information and approval of Career Pathway courses.

Credit Acceleration Program (CAP)

Per Florida statute, the CAP is created for the purpose of allowing a student to earn high school credit in

Algebra 1, Algebra 2, Geometry, United States History, and/or Biology 1 if the student passes the EOC

assessment. A student who is not enrolled in the course, or who has not completed the course, but

attains a passing score on the corresponding EOC asses:
passing scores on the EOC may be fAbankedo for the accul
district shall permit a student who is not enrolled in the course, or who has not completed the course, to

take the assessment during the regular administration of the assessment.

Credit by Examination (CLEP)

Credit by examination is a method by which post-secondary credit is earned based on the receipt of a
specified minimum score on a nationally standardized general or subject area examination. These credits
are not accepted by the NCAAA for athletic eligibility.

Dual Enrollment

Dual enrollment is an articulated acceleration mechanism open to eligible secondary students in Florida
public schools. To enroll in dual enrollment academic courses, students must demonstrate a readiness to
successfully complete college-level course work and have attained a qualifying grade point average. In
order to determine the high school equivalency and the high school credit awarded for postsecondary
courses completed through dual enrollment, please refer to the most current Dual Enroliment Course i
High School Subject Area Equivalency. The district must weigh college-level dual enroliment courses the
same as Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, and Advanced International Certification of
Education courses when grade point averages are calculated. The list of currently active and authorized
courses for dual enrollment is printed in Curriculum Bulletin-l, which is published annually. All high
schools must follow the Dual Enrollment master scheduling protocols established by the Office of
Information Technology Services (ITS) Systems Programming in order to ensure the capturing of Dual
Enrollment data for students participating in both on high school campus and off-high school campus dual
enrollment courses.

Early Admission

Early admission is a form of dual enroliment through which eligible secondary students may enroll in a
college or university on a full-time basis in courses that are creditable toward a high school diploma and
the associate or baccalaureate degree. To be considered full-time, a student must enroll in a minimum of
12 college credit hours, but may not be required to enroll in more than 15 college credit hours.
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Duke TIP

The Duke TIP program targets talented students with a variety of advanced learning options for
acceleration which still in high school including above level testing and enrichment resources.
Counselors can give specific guidance and information on Duke TIP opportunities.

Early High School Graduation

Students may qualify for early graduation, fewer than eight semesters, if they meet specific requirements
that include completing a minimum of 24 credits, achieving a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a
4.0 scale, and earning passing scores on all applicable state assessments meeting the graduation
requirements set forth in 1003.4282 F. S. Schools shall notify parents of students who are eligible to
graduate early.
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Students Entering Grade Nine in the 2215 School Year
Academic Advisement Fly@What Students and Parents Need to Know

What are the diploma options?

What are the requirements for the 2gredit
Students must successfully complete one of the following diploma standard diploma option?

options:

A 24-credit standard diploma

A 18-credit Academically Challenging Curriculum to
Enhance Learning (ACCapfjon

A Advanced International Certificate Btlucation (AICE)
curriculum

A International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma curriculum
What are the state assessment requirements?

Students must pass the following statewide assessments:

A Grade 10 ELA (or ACT/SAT concordant score)

A Algebra | enebf-course (EOG)nd the results constitute
thirty percent of the final course grade* or a comparative
score on the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test
(P.E.R.T)

Students must participate in the EOC assessments, and the results

constitute 30 percent of the final course grade*. These assessments

are in the following subjects:
A Biology | A
A Geometry A

U.S. History
Algebra Il (if enrolled)

*Special Note: Thirty percémot applicable if not enrolled in the
course but passed the EOC.

What is the credit acceleration program (CAP)?

This program allows a student to earn high school credit if the

student passes an advanced placement (AP) examination, a

College Level Exanaition Program (CLEP) or a statewide course

assessment without enroliment in the course. The courses

include the following subjects:
A Algebral A
A Geometry A
A U.S. History

Biology |
Algebra ll

What are the graduation requirements for students with disabilities?

Two options are available only to students with disabilities. Both
require the 24 credits listed in the table and both allow students to
substitute a career and technical (CTE) coursk meilated content

for one credit in ELA IV, mathematics, science and social studies
(excluding Algebra |, Geometry, Biology | and U.S. History).

A Students with significant cognitive disabilities may earn
credits via access courses and be assessed vikeanade
assessment.

A Students who choose the academic and employment
option must earn at least .5 credit via paid employment.

4 Credits English Language Arts (ELA)

A ELALILNLIV
A ELA honors, AP, AICE, IB and dual enroliment cours
may satisfy this requirement.

4 Credits Mathematics

A One of which must be Algebra | and one of which m
be Geometry.

A Industry certifications that lead to college credit may
substitute for up to two mathematics credits (except
for Algebra | and Geometry).

3 Credits Science

A One of which must be Biology I, two of which must b
equally rigorous science courses.

A Two of the three required credits must have a
laboratory component.

A Anindustry certification that leads to college credit
substitutes for up to one science credit (except for
Biology 1).

A An identified rigorous computer science course with
related indwstry certification substitutes for up to one
science credit (except for Biology I).

3 Credits Social Studies

1 credit in World History

1 credit in U.S. History

.5 credit in U.S. Government

.5 credit in Economics with Financial Literacy

1 Credit Fine and Performing Arts, Speech and
Debate, or Practical Afts

1 Credit Physical Educatfbn

To include the integration of health

ASpecial Note: Eligible courses and eligible course
substitutions are specified in the Florida Course Code

Directory athttp://www.fldoe.org/policy/articulation/ccd

8 Elective Credits

1 Online Course

Students must earn a 2d@rade point average on a 4.0 scall
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What are the requirements for standard diploma designations?

Scholar Diploma Designation

In addition to meeting the 24redit standard high
school diploma requirements, a student muist
Earn 1 credit in Algebra Il (must pass EOC);

! Pass the Geometry EOC;

! Earn 1 credit in statistics or an equally rigorous
mathematics course;

! Pass the Biology | EOC;

! Earn 1 credit in chemistry or physics;

! Earn 1 credit in a course equally rigorous to chemist
physics;

! Pass the U.S. History EOC;

! Earn 2 credits in the same world language; and

! Earn at least 1 credit in AP, IB, AICE or a dual enroll
course.

A student is exempt from the Biology | or U.S. History
assessment if the student is enrolled in an AP, IBIGEA
Biology | or U.S. History course and the student

! Takes the respective AP, IB or AICE assessment; an
! Earns the minimum score to earn college credit.
Merit Diploma Designation

! Meet the standard high school diploma requirements|

! Attain one or more industry certifications from the list
established (per section 1003.492, Florida Statutes
[F.S.]).

Can a student who selects the-2dedit program graduate early?

Yes, a student who completes all the-@#dit program requirements for a
standard diploma may graduate in fewer than eight semesters.

What is the distinction between the 1&edit ACCEL option and the-2redit
option?

A3 elective credits instead &

APhysical Education is not required
AOnline course is not required

All other graduation requirements for a 24edit standard diploma must be
met (per s. 1003.4282(3)#), F.S.).

Where is information on Bright Futures Scholarships located?

What are the publipostsecondary options?

State University System

Il RYA&daAz2y Ayidz2 Cft2NRARIQa LY
Prospective students should complete a rigorous curriculun
high school and apply to more than one university to incred
their chance fotr OOSLJi I yOSad ¢ 2 |jdz £ A
public universities, a firdtme-in-college student must meet
the following minimum requirements:

! High school graduation with a standard diploma

! Admission test scores

! 16 credits of approved college prajdory academic
courses

! 4 English (3 with substantial writing)

! 4 Mathematics (Algebra | level and above)

! 3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab)

! 3 Social Science

! 2 World Language (sequential, in the same language)

! 2 approved electivesttp:/iwww.flbog.edu/forstudents/planning

The Florida College System

The 28 state colleges offer carelated certificates and two
year associate degrees that prepare students to transfer to
ol OKSt 2NRa RSANBS LINRPINI Y

skills. Many also offer baccalaureate degrees in-digmand

fields.Florida College System institutions have an open dod
policy. This means that students who have earned a standa
high school diploma, have earned a high school equivaleng
diploma or have demonstrated success in postsecondary

coursework will be admittetb an associate degree program
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/highered/fl-collegesystem/index.stml

Career and Technical Centers

Florida also offers students 48 accredited career and techn
centers throughout the state, which provide the education 4
certification necessary to work in a particular career or
technical field. Programs are flexible for students and provi
industry-specific education and training for a wide variety of
occupations.

Career and Technical Directors

Where is information on financial aid located?
The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program rewards students for their

academic achievements during high school by providing funding to attend aThe Office of Student Financial Assistance State Programs

postsecondary institution in Florida. For more information, visit
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/

administers a variety of postsecondary educatiostate-funded
grants and scholarships. To learn more, visit

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ -20-
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Students Entering Grade Nine in the 2015-2016 School Year
Academic Advisement Flyer—-What Students and Parents Need to Know

What are the diploma options?

Students must successfully complete one of the following

diploma options:

= 24-credit standard diploma

=  18-credit Academically Challenging Curriculum to
Enhance Learning (ACCEL) option

=  Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE)
curriculum

= [nternational Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma curriculum
What are the state assessment requirements?

Students must pass the following statewide assessments:

=  Grade 10 ELA (or ACT/SAT concordant score)

= Algebra | end-of-course (EOC) and the results
constitute thirty percent of the final course grade* or
a comparative score on the Postsecondary Education
Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.)

Students must participate in the EOC assessments, and the
results constitute 30 percent of the final course grade*. These
assessments are in the following subjects:

= Biology | = U.S. History

. Geometry = Algebrall (if enrolled)

*Special Note: Thirty percent not applicable if not enrolled in
the course but passed the EOC.

What is the credit acceleration program (CAP)?

This program allows a student to earn high school credit if
the student passes an advanced placement (AP) examination,
a College Level Examination Program (CLEP) or a statewide
course assessment without enrollment in the course. The
courses include the following subjects:

= Algebral = Biology |

=  Geometry = Algebrall

= U.S. History

What are the graduation requirements for students
with disabilities?

Two options are available only to students with disabilities.
Both require the 24 credits listed in the table and both allow
students to substitute a career and technical (CTE)

course with related content for one credit in ELA IV,
mathematics, science and social studies (excluding Algebra |,

Geometry, Biology | and U.S. History).
=  Students with significant cognitive disabilities may earn

credits via access courses and be assessed via an
alternate assessment.

=  Students who choose the academic and employment
option must earn at least .5 credit via paid employment.

What are the requirements for the 24-credit standard

diploma option?

4 Credits English Language Arts (ELA)

ELAL I, I, IV
ELA honors, AP, AICE, IB and dual enrollment
courses may satisfy this requirement.

4 Credits Mathematics

One of which must be Algebra | and one of which
must be Geometry.

Industry certifications that lead to college credit may
substitute for up to two mathematics credits (except
for Algebra | and Geometry).

3 Credits Science

One of which must be Biology |, two of which must
be equally rigorous science courses.

Two of the three required credits must have a
laboratory component.

An industry certification that leads to college credit
substitutes for up to one science credit (except for
Biology ).

An identified rigorous computer science course with
a related industry certification substitutes for up to
one science credit (except for Biology ).

3 Credits Social Studies

1 credit in World History

1 credit in U.S. History

.5 credit in U.S. Government

.5 credit in Economics with Financial Literacy

1 Credit Fine and Performing Arts, Speech and
Debate, or Practical Arts’

1 Credit Physical Education’

To include the integration of health

TSpeciaI Note: Eligible courses and eligible course
substitutions are specified in the Florida Course Code
Directory at http://www.fldoe.org/policy/articulation/ccd.

8 Elective Credits

1 Online Course

Students must earn a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0
scale.
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What are the public postsecondary options?

Scholar Diploma Designation

State University System

In addition to meeting the 24-credit standard high school
diploma requirements, a student must

= Earn 1 credit in Algebra Il (must pass EOC);

= Pass the Geometry EOC;

= Earn 1 credit in statistics or an equally rigorous
mathematics course;

= Pass the Biclogy | EOC;

= Earn 1 credit in chemistry or physics;

»= Earn 1 credit in a course equally rigorous to chemistry
or physics;

= Pass the U.S. History EOC;

= Earn 2 credits in the same world language; and

=  Earn at least 1 credit in AP, IB, AICE or a dual
enrollment course.

A student is exempt from the Biology | or U.S. History
assessment if the student is enrolled in an AP, IB or AICE
Biology | or U.S. History course and the student

=  Takes the respective AP, IB or AICE assessment; and
=  Earns the minimum score to earn college credit.

Merit Diploma Designation

The Florida College System

*  Meet the standard high school diploma requirements
=  Attain one or more industry certifications from the list
established (per section 1003.492, Statutes [F.S.]).

Career and Technical Centers
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